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PTA Newsletter

A Messagdrom our Principal..

P
N

DearNorthsideFamilies,

It is hardto believethatthewinter monthsare

- alreadyuponuswhich bringsusto thecold, wintry
1, weatherPleasébesureto haveyour child dress

& appropriatelyfor thetemperatureThe childrenwill

N '\,,‘__\ continueto go outsidefor receson nicedayssoplease
:,/Q : preparethe childrenaccordingly.
¥ On behalfof the entirestaff, we would like to thank

you for thewonderfulrelationshipsve havedevelopedvith all of you. Parent
teacheiconferencesverebeneficialin addressingeveraimportantissuesFirst,
the groundwork waslaid by your classroonteacheto ensuresuccessor your
child astheyearprogressesSecondwe celebratedhe growthandsuccesshathas
alreadyoccurredhis year.| havehadthe pleasurdo meetwith manyparentsand
amquite pleagdwith the collaborativespirit betweerthe Northsidestaff andits
community.We pride ourselvesn our ability to provideprogramsandinstructional
methodghatwill benefitall typesof learnersPleasdeel freeto call if you have
concernrissues. | amalwayseagetto discussvaysto improvestudent
achievement!

Thechildrenhavedoneanoutstandingob of settlinginto theirlearning
day.Thechildrenarequickly becominga communityof writers,who arelearning
to integrateliterary techniquesnto their draftanddaily writing. In math,students
arebuilding uponpreviouslylearnedskills throughstrategicnathactivities,while
beingintroducedo rigorous,newconceptsScience SocialStudiesandsociat
emotionalinstructionandawarenessare integratedhroughoutheday.l amalso
quite pleasedvith howthe childrenhavemadepeerconnectionsvith oneanother.
New andreturningstudentsalike, areplayingtogetherfosteringfriendshipswhich
is asimportantasacademidearning.

In closing, | would like to extendmy gratitudeto all for your patience
duringarrival anddismissakimeswhile the constructiorof our new cafeteriais
underway.The safetyof your childrenis of the utmostimportanceandwe attempt
to createanatmospheré¢hat fosterssafety,happinessanda comfortlevel that
allowsthemto strivefor excellenceThankyou for beingsuchanimportantpartof
thatequation.

With WarmRegards,

FrankMortillaro
Principal

Next PTA Meeting..

March Meetingis on
March 24" at10am

Hopeto seeyou there!
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everychild. onevoice.”

A messagé&omthe
PTA Co- Presidents

Hello Northside Families

We cannotbelievethathalf the schoolyearis already
over!

We would like to thankall of youthathavebecomePTA
membersyour membershipnears somuchandhelps
supportall the greatthingsthatthe PTA doesfor the
schooland ourkids! If youh a v gomédyet, i tnéver
too late! Feelfreeto sendin $10with your membership
information Themembershigorm canbefoundonthe
District webpageaunderNorthsideor you canfind alink
onour facebookpageto join online. One of themany
wonderfulthingsthatPTA doesareassembliesnd
programdor thekids. The NorthsideCircuscameback
to townright beforethe holidaybreak!! Thechildren
really enjoyedit lastyear,learningnewskills andalot of
fun activitieswith the weeklong Circusprogramthat
cameto our gymnasium!

We hadanothersuccessfuHoliday Boutiqueon
DecembedOth& 11th. Thankyouto everyonevho
volunteeredo helpthekids shop!lt is alwaysapleasure
to watchthekids pick out gifts for all the specialpeople
in their life. Helpingthe childrenshopis somuchfun
while trying to helpthemfind (whattheyfeel) the
perfectgift. We hopeyou all lovedwhattheychoseand
howfi p e r it veas! Welook forwardto shoppingwith
themagainatthe SpringBoutiquefor Mo t h Bay @nd
F a t hDay.\fkinteersarealwaysneededuringthe
dayto helpthekids, soif you areinterestedleasesend
usanemail.

OurannualBook Fair washeld on January29thand
January81st.Thechildrenwill hadthe opportunityto
comeandshopwith their classduringthe dayon either
Thursdayor Fridayandthenin theeveningon Thursday
the bookfair wasopento parentsandfamiliesto shop
andfind somewonderfulbooks.This kicked off

PARP,(Pick A ReadingPartnerwhich wasthefirst two
weeksof February Thekids werereally excitedto

fi R e a théRaigbow....D ReachaPotof Go | ahd
hadagreattime participatingin thefun reading
activities PARPwasagreatsuccesshis year.

Box Topsarechanghgwith thetimesandnow havean
app,pleasedownloadandscanyour receipts!The
programis still newsopleasehavepatienceandkeep
trying if youruninto issuesAlso pleasecontinueto clip
andsendin your Box Topsto theteachersi t afnazing
howthoselittle labelsaddup andhelp! Be sureto place
themin abaggieor envelopeandmarkit with your

c hi | deachesdtleirclasscangetcredit remember
thetop 3 classegjetanice creampartyat the endof the
year!

Look for informationon otherupcomingPTA eventsand
howyou canhelpoutandgetinvolved Slingo, Family
FunNights, HealthySnackDay, and Staff Appreciation
Day areall in theworksandwe could alwaysuseextra
help! Cometo a PTA meeting,sendusanemail or
follow the NorthsidePTA pageonfacebooko stayup to
dateon thelatestinformation.

As always,if you haveanyguestionscommentsor
suggestionsgmailthe co-presidentst
northsideptall756@gmail.com

With WarmRegards,
FaithDermody& LaurenSica
20192020PTA CoPresidents



NURSESNOTES

HealthSafety

With a new schoolyearunderwayandthe changes
of seasonaipon us we find we also haveto deal
with a variety of colds, flu and other illnesses.
While you d o nwant your child to be absent,
neitherdo you want to senda sick child to school
andendangehim/herandthe otherchildrenaswell.

The current recommendation from the Centers
for DiseaseControl & Prevention (CDC)and the

New York State Department of Health advise that

children continue to attend schoolaslong asthey

are not sick and do not have flu symptoms.

Symptomsof flu to watch for are sore throat, bad

cough or runny nose, body achesor chills, and

fever.

Hereareafew guidelinesyou shouldfollow:

If you think your child is getting a virus,
cold or the flu:

A ) OQdrpimportant that he or shedoesnot
report to schoolor other placeswhere he
or shemight make other people sick, such
asafter-school programs, group eventsor
public placeslike storesor malls.

A Callyour health care provider to talk
aboutyour A E E byddioths and history.
Your health care provider will adviseyou
if you needto bring your childin.) 08 O
important to call first.

A Haveathermometein the houseanduseit
if you think your child hasafever.Do
Not medicateyour child with Tylenol or

Motrin andsendthe child to schoa.

A With atemperatur@f 100degreer over,
thechild MUST stayhome;returning
to schoolonly afteronefull day(24
HOURS)without feverandwithout using
Tylenol or Motrin to keepthefeverdown.

Vomiting and/ordiarrheaaretwo symptoms
thatmayindicateaviral infectionandthe
child shouldbe kepthomeuntil free of
symptoms.
Coughing,sneezingandrunnynosescan
makelearningvery difficult. A badcough,
or cold symptomscanindicateallergies,a
severecold, bronchitis,flu or even
pneumonia.

With adiagnosisof Strepthroat,thechild
mustbe on the medicationa minimum of 24
hours,andthenbefeverfreeandfeeling
better.Pleasanform the nurseof any
infectiousdiseasesuchasStrep,
Conjunctivitis,F i f Dise@sseChickenPox
or Lice.

What should | do to help prevent the
spread of cold or flu?

1 Coveryour noseand mouth with a
tissue when you coughor sneeze.
Throw the tissuein the trash after
you useit.

1 Washyour handsoften with soap
and water, especiallyafter you
coughor sneeze Alcohol-based
hand cleanersare also effective.

1 Avoid touching your eyes,noseor
mouth. Germsspreadthat way.

1 Stayhomeif you getsick.CDC
recommendsthat you stay home
from work or schooland limit
contactwith others to keepfrom
infecting them.



1 When your child will belate or absent,
pleasecall the health office with the
reasonfor his/her absenceThehealth
office phonenumberis 516-434-75050r
516434 7506.Messagesnaybeleft onthe
answeringnachine24 hrs.perday.

1 Besureto sendanabsennoteto theteacher
uponyourc h i tetindts school.
PhysicalsanddentalsaredueOctoberl,
2014for gradeK, 2 and4 andall new
studentsPleasegetthemto my office as
soonaspossible Thosechildrenwithouta
documentegbhysicalwill beseerby the
schooldoctor.

| would alsoremindyou thatin orderfor the
schoolnurseto give anymedication(evenover
the countermedicine,i.e., Tylenol or cough
drops)the medicationrmustbein its original
containeror the prescriptionbottle with the

¢ h i hathéosit andmayonly betransported
to theschoolby anadult. Childrenarenot
permittedto bring anykind of medicatiorto
school.Themedicationmustincludea
prescriptionfor in schooladministratiorfrom
the physicianandwritten parentalpermission.
Themedicationwill remainin schod for the
durationthe child requiresit and/orthe parent
picksit up.

We appreciateyour cooperatiorandsupportas
we all try to keepthe schoolenvironment
healthyandasgermfreeaspossible.

CaraRutzel,
RN

School
Nurse
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NorthsideMusic DepartmeniNews

NorthsideMusic Departmentasbeenworking
hard on preparingfor the Winter Concertwhich
took placeon January23,2020at WisdomLane
Middle School. TheNorthsidelnstrumental
Ensemblgerformedatthe Levittown Holiday
Lighting Ceremonyalongwith the 5th Grade
Choruson Decemler 2, 2019at Veteran'sViemorial
Parkin front of the Levittown Library. On
Decembed 7th, the Northsidelnstrumental
Ensemblepnceagaindelightedtheir audience
alongwith the 4th GradeChorusatthe Levittown
SeniorCenter. We areproudof our five musicians
Mikayla Sy, AthenaKong, KerringtonPinner,
CallumSheridan& NoahStern theywereselected
to performattheTillesCenteron Sunday,
Januaryll, 202Q attheNMEA All-CountyMusic
Festival Severalktudentswill beworking ontheir
musicalselectionoverthe nextfew monthsto
participatein theupcomingNYSSMA Festivals.
We areso proudof all of our North5|demu5|C|ans

A YOUR WINGS ALREADY EXIST é, A
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Northside ParentsMusic Club

This yearthe newPresidenbf the NorthsideParents
Music Clubis MariaBullones. TheNPMCis a
nonprofit, charitableorganization
dedicatedo supportingmusiceducatiorat
Northside Werely onyou, the parentsfamiliesand
communitymembersto join usin our effort to
subsidizehe Music Departmentat Northsideand
enhancehe musiceducatiorprovidedto EVERY
student At the mostbasiclevel you cando soby
simply becominga member A family membership
is just $5.00andgivesthe NorthsideParentdMusic
Club someof thefundsneededo purchaseand
thendonateto the musicdepartmentsupplies
neededhatthedepartmenbudgetdoesnot cover.
We wantto thankall the studentsparentsand
teacherdor the supporttheyhaveshownthe music
departmenby buyingthe new Tshirts. If you have
not yet boughtthemyou cancontact
northsidemusic11756@gmail.com
Thestudentswill beusingthe shirtsfor the
remaindeiof theconcertsaswell asgeneral
activities.
We would like to continueto supportNorthside
musiceducationn thisfashion,soplease
BECOMEA MEMBER TODAY!
If you haveanyquestionspleasefeel freeto contact
usatnorthsidemusicl11756@gmail.cofhy o u 6 d
like to becomea membelpleasesend$5.00in with
yourc hi hdme/ t examedndaneinall
addressn anenvelopdabeledi N o r t Rarentsd e
MusicC | utbday!

Thankyou for your continuedsupport!

0 Wh e rwerds fail, Music speaks. ¢
Hans Christian Anderson

MariaBullones
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Sendin your Box Tops

PTABITS &

PIECES

SLINGO TBD

All Familiesarewelcome

Spring Recess is
April 9-17t
Back to School April 20th


mailto:northsidepta11756@gmail.com

Eachyear PTAs throughout the country award
Honorary Life Membershipsto individuals in
recognition of their distinguishedserviceto
children and youth. Northside P T A Geapient
this year is Mr. Watson Miller our 4" Grade
teacher. Mr. Miller hasbeenteachingfor over
27 years. This is our interview with Mr. Miller :

What were your favorite/worst subjectsin
schooP | alwaysloved history,especiallyin
regardgo the United States.| sawthemovie1776
whenl wasin fourth or fifth grade,andl was
hookedon our countriesinceptionfrom thatday
forward.

What do you like to do in your sparetime?
Dependingon thetime of yearmy favorite seasons
Autumnbecausef thecool weathertheleaves
changingandNFL Footballis back! And anyone
who knowsmeknows| mightbethebiggestLos
AngelesRamsfan this sideandanyothersideof the
MississippiRiver! ThenOctoberrolls aroundthe
New York Islandersstrapon their skatesandall is
greatin theworld of sports. But evenbetterthanall
of thatis thefamily | comehometo everyday. |
truly cantspendenoughtime with my wife Koula
andspendingime with my kidsis alwaysa
blessing.

What is your favorite movie?

| have3 favoritemovies.1. It @ ¥/onderfulLife-
becaus¢he mainmessagef the storyis amazing.
JimmyStewartwhois my favorite actor, getsthe
gift of seeinghislife asif hewasneverborn.
Amazng storyof how onevery goodman,hassuch
aprofoundeffed on somanypeopleall for the
better. 2. OrdinaryPeople Beautiful storyabouta
family andanordealtheywereforcedto dealwith,
Eventsthatrevealboththe bestandworstof us.

3. Die Hard- Becauset wasthebestactionmovie
everandl wishedl wasthemaincharacteplayed
by BruceWillis. He getsall thebadguys!

Spotlighto n é

What is your favorite food?

My family is from Sicily so whatcould be better
thanVeal Parmigianaandlinguini? As for lunch
nothingbeatsa toastedRoastbeefwith salt,pepper,
mayo,tomato,lettuceandketchupontheside.
Breakfastis only goodif it includesbacon! Yeah,

t h arighd, iss not exactlyhealthybut| still hereat
55!

What is your biggestfear?

Well, if 1&Gm beingcompletelyhonesttheoutside
possibilitythatafter| due,| encountesome
dinosaurgoamingaroundin heavenfesl| do
believel will makethe cutto heaven)Thethought
of runningfrom a T-Rexkeepsmeup at night!

Who is your inspiration?

My dadwasandalthoughhets beengonefor over
25yearsgstill is. Asayoungboy, | neverwantedto
do anythingthathew o u | ldeproutdof, sameasa
teenageandequallyasl beganmy own family in
my latetwenties. Now in my fifties, | know heds
lookingdownon meandl alwayswanthim to fell
proud.

What haveyou learned about yourself sinceyou
becameateacher?

| learnedthatif youtruly careaboutthe childrenin
your classandstriveto dowhatis truly in their best
interesttheywill sensat andgive youtheverybest
of themselves.Theyhaveto trustthatyou arein it
for thembecausegour first reasm for beingthereis
thatyou caredeeplyaboutthem. | loveit justas
muchasthefirst day| walkedin thedoorat
GardinersAvenueway backon Januaryd, 1993!



What is your favorite part about teaching4™
graders at Northside?

| 6 eenteachingfor over27 yearsin grade2-5,
but my favorite grade for whatevereasonhasbeen
fourth. My favoritepartof teachinglike in life, is ,
herelationshipswith the childrenthatyou form W
alongtheway. Whenit hurtsto seethemwalk
awayfrom you onthelastdayof schoolin June,
you know thatyou havea specialbondthatcannot
be broken. Manyf my formerstudentssomenow
approachingheir mid-thirties,| amvery closewith
eventoday.

What advicedo you havefor students?

Live outyour Dream! Do notlet anyoneor
anythingblock your way to whatis in your heart.
Thekeyto makingthatpossibilityin your life,
betteryetthelikelihood of attainingwhatyou dream
in life is all abouttwo thingg®d WORK ETHIC and
PASSION! Remembethatthereally greatthings

in life takealot of hardwork andeffort. That
includesall greatrelationshipghatareformed. And

in regardgo my favoriteword PASSION, Il quote
aline from asongby my favorite bandof all time,
theEaglesjn their songf After thethrillisGo n e 0
whenDon Henleysungthewords,fi A rkind of

love without passionaind mokind of loveata | | 0!
Do everythingwith Passion!




Spotlightoné

Mr. Christopher Rispoli is the
newestaddition to Northsid e 6 s
Music Department. His

musical journey actually
beganright here at Northside
whenhewasa student here.

We interviewed Mr. Rispoli to
help everyonegetto know a

little more about him.

1.What were your favorite/worst
subjectsin school?

My favorite SubjectwasMusic and
my worstsubjectwasMath.

2. What do you like to doin your
sparetime?

| like to gofor ahike in thewoods

3. Do you haveany pets?

Yes,| havea Yorkie namedAndy.
Heis 7 yearsold.

4. What is your favorite food?

My favoritefoodis Steak

5. What is your biggestfear?
My biggestfearis Bears!

6. Who is your inspiration?

My biggestinspirationgrowingup
wasJimmyPagefrom the band
Led Zeppelin H e éhereason
wantedto learnhowto playthe
guitar.

7. Why did you want to becane a
Music Teacher?

| becameamusicteachetto give
backto thecommunitywhich
taughtme somuch. | wasfortunate
to havenot one,but many
incrediblemusicteachers
throughoutmy education.l wantto
try andpassonthe knowledgethat
otherswerekind enoughto give to
me.

8. What haveyou learned since
being a Music Teacher?

| havelearnedusthow important
musiclessonganbeto somany
students.l amgladthat! canbe
therefor the studentso whom
musicis the highlight of their week.

10

9. What is your favorite part so
far about being apart of the
Northside Music Department?

My favorite parthasbeen
reconnectingvith all theteachers
who taughtmewhenl wasa
studentat Northsideyearsaga

10.What advicedo you havefor
students?

Musicis alot of fun, butit also
requireshardwork anddiscipline.
My advicefor studentds to never
stoplearningsothatyou canenjoy
playingyour instrumentfor therest
of yourlife..

YO WINGS ALREADY ENST
*’s“au YOU HAUE B A



Northside
News

NORTH“HD TAKES

NORSIDE TAKES ACTION!

The missionof the ACTION
Program is for studentsand staff
to beinspired to demonstrate the
character traits of : Acceptance,
Compassion,Teamwork,
Integrity, Optimism and the act
of being Nice!

SeveralStudentsand Parents
enjoyeda fun night at the annual
SomethingSweetwith Someone
SpecialEvent.

11

Kindergarten Studentsat
Northside celebratedthe 100"
day of Schoolon Feb. 13" by
dressingup as100year olds.

—_— — |
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