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AP World Modern Summer Assignment
DUE NO LATER THAN SEPTEMBER 11th, 2026 - This is a graded assignment for Quarter 1

Welcome to AP World Modern. This course is an introductory college-level modern world history course. Students will cultivate their
understanding of world history from c. 1200 CE to the present through analyzing historical sources, making historical connections
and crafting historical arguments as they explore concepts like humans and the environment, cultural developments and
interactions, governance, economic systems, social interactions and organization, and technology and innovation.

Course units. The nine course units will be broken down as follows in four different time periods

Period 1- 1200-1450: Unit 1 (The Global Tapestry) and Unit 2 (Networks of Exchange)
Period 2- 1450-1750: Unit 3 (Land-Based Empires) and Unit 4 (Transoceanic Interconnections
Period 3- 1750-1900: Unit 5 (Revolutions) and Unit 6 (Consequences of Industrialization)

Period 4- 1900-Present day: Unit 7 (Global Conflict), Unit 8 (Cold War and Decolonization) and Unit 9 (Globalization)

The earliest and latest units — 1, 2, 7, 8 and 9 — each account for 8%-10% of the end-of-year exam weight. The middle units, 3-6,
are richer in content, each accounting for 12%-15% of the end-of-year exam weight.

This course requires students to complete a lot of reading and learn some content outside of the classroom. The purpose of this
summer assignment is to review content from 9th grade Global and/or Pre-AP and practice the historical thinking skills that AP
requires. Please use the reading from Unit 1 in the AMSCO book to complete the graphic organizer. If you need more information
for the notes, you may use the internet to research more. In addition there is a writing assignment (LEQ- Long Essay Question) so
that your teacher can gauge your writing skills and help prepare you for the AP test. This LEQ is not on content but rather a practice
assignment to get used to the style of AP writing and what the rubric entails.

Dana Fritch: dfritch@]levittownschools.com

Ryan Snyder: RSnyder@levittownschools.com
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Unit 1: The Global Tapestry

c. 1200 - c. 1450

Topic 1.1 Developments in East Asia from c. 1200 to c. 1450

Learning Objective

Explain the systems
of government
employed by
Chinese dynasties
and how they
developed over
time.

Historical Developments

Empires and states in Afro-Eurasia and the
Americas demonstrated continuity,
innovation, and diversity in the 13th
century. This included the Song Dynasty of
China, which utilized traditional methods of

Confucianism and imperial bureaucracy
to maintain and justify its rule.

1.

Describe Song China (include SPICE-T characteristics: social, political,
interaction, culture, economic, technology).

Explain the influence of Confucianism on Song China’s political system.

Learning Objective

Explain the effects
of Chinese cultural
traditions on East
Asia over time.

Historical Developments

Chinese cultural traditions continued, and
they influenced neighboring regions.

Cultural traditions:

e Filial piety in East Asia

e Influence of Neo-Confucianism
and Buddhism in East Asia

e Confucian traditions of both
respect for and expected
deference from women

e  Chinese literary and scholarly
traditions and their spread to
Heian Japan and Korea

Buddhism and its core beliefs continued to
shape societies in Asia and included a
variety of branches, schools, and practices.

Branches of Buddhism:

e Theravada
e Mahayana

e Tibetan

Explain the influence of Confucianism on Song China’s society and
culture.

How did Buddhism arrive in China?

What were the cultural impacts of the arrival of Buddhism?




Learning Objective

Explain the effects
of innovation on the
Chinese economy
over time.

Historical Developments

The economy of Song China became
increasingly commercialized while
continuing to depend on free peasant and
artisanal labor.

The economy of Song China flourished as
a result of increased productive capacity,
expanding trade networks, and innovations
in agriculture and manufacturing.

Technological innovations:

e Champa rice
e Transportation innovations like the

Grand Canal expansion
e Steel and iron production
e Textiles and porcelains for export

6. Explain the effects of each of the following on Song China:

e The Grand Canal

e Champarice:

e Chinese production of textiles and porcelain:

Topic 1.2 Developments in Dar al-Islam from c. 1200 to c. 1450

Learning Objective

Explain how
systems of belief
and their practices
affected society in
the period from c.
1200 to c. 1450.

Historical Developments

Islam, Judaism, Christianity, and the core
beliefs and practices of these religions
continued to shape societies in Africa and
Asia.

7. List the core beliefs/practices of Islam:

8. List the core beliefs/practices of Judaism:

9. List the core beliefs/practices of Christianity:

Learning Objective

Historical Developments

10.Describe the Abbasid Caliphate (include SPICE-T characteristics):




Explain the causes
and effects of the
rise of Islamic states
over time.

As the Abbasid Caliphate fragmented,
new Islamic political entities emerged, most
of which were dominated by Turkic people.
These states demonstrated continuity,
innovation, and diversity.

New political entities:
e Seljuk Empire

e Mamluk Sultanate of Eqypt
e Delhi Sultanates

Muslim rule continued to expand to many
parts of Afro-Eurasia due to military
expansion, and Islam, subsequently
expanded through the activities of
merchants, missionaries, and Sufis.

11. Describe the Seljuk Empire:

12.Explain the causes of the expansion of Muslim rule; how and where did
it expand before 14507

13.What were the effects of the rise of Islamic states?

Learning Objective

Explain the effects
of intellectual
innovation in Dar
al-Islam.

Historical Developments

Muslim states and empires encouraged
significant intellectual innovations and
transfers.

Innovations:
e Advances in mathematics (Nasir
al-Din al-Tusi)
e Advances in literature (Alishah
al-Bu’uniyyah)
e Advances in medicine

Transfers:
e Preservation and commentaries
on Greek moral and natural

philosophy
e House of Wisdom in Abbasid
Baghdad

e Scholarly and cultural transfers in
Muslim and Christian Spain

14.Describe the intellectual innovations and transfers of Muslim States:

15.What effects did these innovations have in Dar al-Islam?

16.Explain the significance of the House of Wisdom in Abbasid Baghdad:




Topic 1.3 Developments in South and Southeast Asia from c. 1200 to c. 1450

Learning Objective

Explain how the
various belief
systems and
practices of South
and Southeast Asia
affected society over
time.

Historical Developments

Hinduism, Islam, and Buddhism, and their
core beliefs and practices, continued to
shape societies in South and Southeast
Asia.

Beliefs and practices:
e Bhakti movement
e Sufism
e Buddhist monasticism

17.Explain how Hinduism impacted societies in South and Southeast Asia:

18.Explain how Islam impacted societies in South and Southeast Asia:

19.Explain how Buddhism impacted societies in South and Southeast Asia:

20.What role did Sufi missionaries play in spreading Islam?

21.What role did Buddhist monasteries play in spreading Buddhism and
promoting trade?

Learning Objective

Explain how and
why various states
of South and
Southeast Asia
developed and
maintained power
over time.

Historical Developments

State formation and development
demonstrated continuity, innovation, and
diversity, including the new Hindu and
Buddhist states that emerged in South and
Southeast Asia.

Hindu/Buddhist States:

e \Vijayanagara Empire
Srivijaya Empire
Rajput kingdoms
Khmer Empire
Majapahit
Sukhothai kingdom
Sinhala dynasties

22.How did the Srivijaya Empire develop and maintain power?




Topic 1.4 State Building in the Americas

Learning
Objective

Explain how and
why states in the
Americas
developed and
changed over time.

Historical Developments

In the Americas, as in Afro-Eurasia, state

systems demonstrated continuity, innovation,

and diversity, and expanded in scope and
reach.

State systems in the Americas:
e Maya city-states

Mexica

Inca

Chaco

Mesa Verde

Cahokia

23.Describe the Maya city-states (include SPICE-T characteristics) :

24 Describe the Inca (include SPICE-T characteristics) :

25.Describe the Mexica (include SPICE-T characteristics):

TOPIC 1.5 State Building in Africa

Learning
Objective

Explain how and
why states in Africa
developed and
changed over time.

Historical Developments

In Africa, as in Eurasia and the Americas,
state systems demonstrated continuity,
innovation, and diversity and expanded in
scope and reach.

State systems in Africa:
e Great Zimbabwe
e Ethiopia
e Hausa kingdoms

26.Describe Great Zimbabwe (include SPICE-T characteristics):

27.Describe Ethiopia (include SPICE-T characteristics)

TOPIC 1.6 Developments in Europe

Learning Objective

Explain how the
beliefs and practices
of the predominant
religions in Europe
affected European
society.

Historical Developments

Christianity, Judaism, Islam, and the core
beliefs and practices of these religions
continued to shape societies in Europe.

28.Explain the impact of the Roman Catholic Church on Western Europe:




Learning Objective | Historical Developments 29.Describe the political organization of feudal Europe:

Explain the causes Europe was politically fragmented and
and consequences characterized by decentralized

of political monarchies, feudalism, and the manorial

decentralization in system.

Europe from c¢. 1200 . .

to 1450. 30.Describe the manorial system:

Learning Objective | Historical Developments 31.Describe the social hierarchy of feudal Europe:

Explain the effects of | Europe was largely an agricultural society
agriculture on social | dependent on free and coerced labor,

organization in including serfdom.
Europe from c. 1200
to c. 1450.

32.What was the role of serfdom in Europe?

33.What eventually happened to serfdom? (How did it change moving into

the 1450-1750 time period)?
TOPIC 1.7 Comparisons in the Period from c. 1200 to c. 1450

Learning Objective Historical Developments

Explain the similarities and differences | State formation and development demonstrated continuity, innovation, and diversity in various regions

in the processes of state formation from e As the Abbasid Caliphate fragmented, new Islamic political entities emerged, most of which were dominated by Turkic peoples.

c. 1200 to c. 1450 These states demonstrated continuity, innovation, and diversity

e Empires and states in Afro-Eurasia and the Americas demonstrated continuity, innovation, and diversity in the 13th century. This
included the Song Dynasty of China, which utilized traditional methods of Confucianism and an imperial bureaucracy to maintain and
justify its rule.

e State formation and development demonstrated continuity, innovation, and diversity, including the new Hindu and Buddhist states that
emerged in South and Southeast Asia

e In the Americas, as in Afro-Eurasia, state systems demonstrated continuity, innovation, and diversity, and expanded in scope and
reach

e In Africa, as in Eurasia and the Americas, state systems demonstrated continuity, innovation, and diversity, and expanded in scope
and reach




AP World History Summer Assignment - 2026
Autobiographical Long-Essay-Question (LEQ): Changes and Continuities of Your Education, 2022 to 2026

Directions: You are to answer the following question for part of your AP World History summer assignment. This handout must be
completed before you begin writing your essay. The purpose of this assignment is to help you familiarize yourself with the long-essay-question
(LEQ) format and rubric, as well as the historical reasoning skill (HRS) of analyzing historical continuity and change over time.

Complete this outline and attach your essay to the back of this handout before turning it in.

Your essay may be typed or handwritten. There are no length requirements, but it should meet all of the requirements outlined on
this paper to receive full points. Be aware that you do not need to share anything with me that you do not feel comfortable sharing!
You are welcome to write only about academic changes/continuities if you feel more comfortable doing so.

IMPORTANT: It is OK (and somewhat expected) that you are unsure or unclear about the expectations of this essay. JUST DO YOUR BEST. | will be teaching
you more about the rubrics throughout the school year, as well as sharing examples with you. There will be plenty of time to practice and grow. Don’t stress
about not getting it right on this essay--this task is meant to expose you to the basic outline of the essay and give you some practice. Again, JUST DO YOUR
BEST. That's my primary expectation for this assignment. Any questions or uncertainties you have will be addressed in class, so please try to avoid asking me
questions about the rubric over the summer.

In your response you should do the following.

e Respond to the prompt with a historically defensible thesis or claim that establishes a line of reasoning.
® Describe a broader historical context relevant to the prompt.
® Support an argument in response to the prompt using specific and relevant examples of evidence.

® Use historical reasoning (e.g., comparison, causation, continuity or change over time) to frame or structure an
argument that addresses the prompt.

e Use evidence to corroborate, qualify, or modify an argument that addresses the prompt.

Essay Prompt:

Middle school and high school are often seen as periods of growth and development for young
people in the United States. The transition from elementary to middle school and subsequently
middle school to high school often present unique personal and academic challenges and
opportunities.

Develop an argument that evaluates the extent to which you experienced personal and/or academic
changes during the 2019 to 2023 time period.




STEP 1: DETERMINE CHANGES and CONTINUITIES

Brainstorm THREE (or more) personal and/or academic changes that occurred in your life from 2019-2023.

—1

Brainstorm ONE or MORE academic and/or personal continuity that has spanned your life from 2019-2023.

—

STEP 2: Provide CONTEXT for your essay.

Context is one point on the long-essay-question (LEQ) rubric. It also appears on your document-based-question (DBQ) rubric. From
your knowledge of this time period in history, what do you know that could help you analyze (or put into context) how your
personal/academic life has changed? You must situate the argument by explaining the broader historical events, developments or
processes immediately relevant to the question.



Think of context as “setting the scene” for your essay. | often explain it in class as the opening “crawl” (yellow text) at the beginning
of a Star Wars movie, or the “previously on...” you see at the beginning of shows to summarize what happened on a previous
episode or season of your favorite TV show. Contextualization is NOT awarded for merely a word or phrase, but instead requires an
explanation typically consisting of multiple sentences. Context appears in the introduction to your essay. There are no length
requirements, but good contextual statements are usually around 4-5 sentences long. So, set the scene for your life. Give some

background information about yourself before diving into the prompt topic and your thesis. Write a rough outline of your context
here.

STEP 3: Outline Your Changes & Continuities

What changed in your
life from 2022 to 1) 2) 3)

20267

Analysis: Why did the
change occur?

What continued in Continuity 1: Continuity 2:
your life (what has
remained constant?)
Analysis: Why did
the continuity span
your life from 2022
to 20262




STEP 4: WRITE YOUR THESIS - The thesis of an essay is your main point or argument. It is essentially a 1-3 sentence
‘roadmap” or summary of what you will discuss in your essay. It will come after the context statement in your introductory paragraph.
Start off by using the same words from the prompt. | often refer to this as using “the language of the prompt” -- get used to it
because | will be saying it all year! Answer the question and add some specific details as a summary of what you will be writing
about in your essay. DO NOT simply write “There were many changes and continuities in my personal and academic life.” That is
too vague and will not earn you the thesis point. Give specific examples of changes/continuities in your life. For example, “There
were many changes and continuities in my personal and academic life. | experienced changes such as .... However | still
experienced continuities, for example . .. .”

STEP 5: WRITE THE ESSAY!
This is essentially a four paragraph essay, but of course you can write more paragraphs if it is fitting or if one of your paragraphs can
logically be split. Remember, it can be typed or handwritten. Please attach to this packet. There is no length requirement.

INTRODUCTORY PARAGRAPH (Context + Thesis)
Criteria Description Questions to consider
Context The context “sets the scene” or provides historical Does your historical context tie into the prompt?
background for events described in the prompt. This
should be
Responds to the prompt with a specific historically Did you mention specific continuities/changes in your
Thesis defensible claim that establishes a line of reasoning. thesis statement?
Statement




BODY PARAGRAPH #1 - CHANGES

Criteria Description Questions to consider

Historical Start the paragraph by summarizing the major What are the changes? Did you give specific examples
Reasoning: changes that have taken place in your life. Get of the changes and analyze WHY they occurred?
Topic more detailed and provide specific examples further

Statement

on in this paragraph.

Cite supporting

Provide evidence to support the changes.

What specific examples of evidence support the topic

evidence statement? (be descriptive)
BODY PARAGRAPH #2 - CONTINUITIES
Criteria Description Questions to consider
Historical Start the paragraph by summarizing the major What are the continuities? Did you give specific
Topic more detailed and provide specific examples further occurred?
Statement

on in this paragraph.

Cite supporting

Provide evidence to support the continuities.

What specific examples of evidence support the topic

evidence statement? (be descriptive)
CONCLUSION PARAGRAPH: Bring it all together for the reader
Criteria Description Questions to consider
Conclusion Reaffirms your argument (thesis) by explaining how How did the evidence presented throughout the

the evidence presented throughout the essay
supports each claim (topic sentences). Summarize
for the reader, how you supported the argument
throughout the essay. Does not merely restate the
thesis.

essay support your thesis? Did you answer the
prompt fully?




LEQ Essay Writing Checklist
Use this checklist before finishing and turning in your essay!

o000 OO

You completed this outline handout

You start the essay with context or background which “sets the
scene” for your essay.

Your context flows into your thesis statement.

The first paragraph contains the context and the thesis
Thesis uses the same words as seen in the prompt

Thesis answers the prompt and gives specific changes

Thesis answers the prompt and gives specific continuities

You have at least four paragraphs (you can write more!)

O o O OO0 ooo

The second paragraph addresses changes

There are specific examples of changes given

You provide some analysis, explaining WHY there have been
changes in your life

The third paragraph addresses continuities

There are specific examples of continuities given

You have a conclusion that summarizes your essay’s thesis and
main points

You capitalized all proper nouns: cities, religions, names of people,
etc

You are specific, direct, and clear

Your evidence/examples tie back to the prompt

You printed a copy of your essay and attached it to this handout to
turn in on the first day of class

YOU DID YOUR BEST










THINK AS A HISTORIAN: IDENTIFY HISTORICAL CONCEPTS,
DEVELOPMENTS, AND PROCESSES

Unit 1 is called “The Global Tapestry” to suggest that world history
is a complex interweaving of different threads from different parts of
the world at different times. However, to fully appreciate the whole,
historians try to unravel the tapestry thread by thread to see just how each
fits in. As they do, they use such historical concepts as change, continuity,
perspective, cause and effect, significance, and empathy. Applying
these concepts, they come to understand historical developments—
patterns of changes or growth over time. To sce these patterns, they look
at subjects in historical context—how did they start out, and what did
they become over time? Historians also try to understand the historical
processes that made certain developments possible, such as migration,
industrialization, conquest, and state building.

Practice identifying historical concepts, developments, and
processes by completing the activities below.

1. Read the paragraph labeled Economic Competition on page
14. Explain the historical concept of cause and effect and how it
applies to the decline of Baghdad.

2. Explain the historical concept of continuities and how
Muhammad’s advice to “go in quest of knowledge even unto
China” resulted in historical continuities. (See page 16.)

3. Explain the historical process of knowledge transfers that began
with the Jews, Muslims, and Christians living in al-Andalus
and laid the groundwork for the Scientific Revolution and
Renaissance in Europe. (See page 19.)

REFLECT ON THE TOPIC ESSENTIAL QUESTION

1. In one to three paragraphs, explain how Islamic states arose and how
major religious systems shaped society in the periods between c. 1200
and c. 1450.
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1.3

Developments in South and
Southeast Asia

What the books taught me, I've practised.
What they didn’t teach me, I've taught myself.
I've gone into the forest and wrestled with the lion.
I didn’t get this far by teaching one thing and doing another.

—Lal Ded (1320-1392)

Essential Question: How did various beliefs and practices in South and
Southeast Asia affect society and the development
of states?

-I-he poetry of Lal Ded, known as Mother Lalla, illustrates a major cross-
interaction between religious traditions that shaped the history of South and
Southern Asia. She was born in Kashmir, a region of northern India. While a
Hindu, her emphasis on experience appealed to many Muslims, particularly
Sufis. The interaction of Hindus and Muslims, though sometimes violent,
created dynamic developments in religious thought, politics, economics,
art, and architecture. Despite the strong Islamic presence in the region, local
Hindu kingdoms continued to play a major role in India’s decentralized
political landscape. A third religion, Buddhism, also had a strong presence in
the area, particularly in the Sinhala dynasties in present-day Sri Lanka and the
great kingdoms of Southeast Asia.

Political Structures in South Asia

South Asia was only occasionally united as a single state in its history. After
the Gupta Dynasty that had dominated South Asia collapsed in 550, ending
the so-called Golden Age or Classical Era of Indian history, disunity returned
to the region for most of the next 1,000 years. Northern and southern India
developed separate political structures. However, Hinduism provided some
cultural unity throughout the region. Many people combined their own local
faith tradition with adherence to the same scriptures and core beliefs respected
throughout the region.

Political Structures in Southern India Southern India was more stable
than northern India. The first kingdom, the Chola Dynasty, reigned over
southern India for more than 400 years (850-1267). During the 11th century,
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the dynasty extended its rule to Ceylon, the large island just south of India.
(Today it is known as Sri Lanka.)

The second kingdom, the Vijayanagara Empire (1336-1646) took its
name from the word for “the victorious city.” It began with the arrival of two
brothers, Harithara and Bukka, from the Delhi Sultanate in north-central India.
They were sent to the area because the Delhi Sultanate wished to extend its
rule to southern India. These brothers had been born as Hindus and converted
to Islam for the sake of upward mobility. When they left the region controlled
by the Delhi Sultanate, they once again embraced the religion of their birth
and established their own Hindu kingdom. The Vijayanagar Empire existed
from the mid-1300s until the mid-1500s, when a group of Muslim kingdoms
overthrew it.

Political Structures in Northern India Northern India experienced a
great deal more upheaval than did southern India. After the fall of the Gupta
Empire (see Prologue), the Rajput kingdoms gradually formed in northern
India and present-day Pakistan. These were Hindu kingdoms led by leaders
of numerous clans who were often at war with one another. Because of the
competition among clans, no centralized government arose, once again
demonstrating the diversity and the regionalism of South Asia. The lack of a
centralized power left the kingdoms vulnerable to Muslim attacks.

While the Himalayas protected India from invasions from the north and
east, mountain passes in the northwest allowed invasions by Muslim armies.
Each attack disrupted a region that had been mostly Hindu and Buddhist. Over
time, the Islamic presence in the region grew:

* In the 8th century, Islamic armies mmvaded what 1s today Pakistan.
However, they brought little change to everyday life. Located on the
eastern fringes of the Dar al-Islam, the region was isolated from the
center of the culture. In addition, the Rajput princes skillfully wielded
their power to limit the Muslim conquerors’ influence.

* In the 11th century, Islamic forces plundered northern India’s Hindu
temples and Buddhist shrines for their riches. In addition, they erected
mosques on Hindu and Buddhist holy sites—much to the anger of
followers of those faiths.

In the early 13th century, Islamic forces managed to conquer the city of
Delhi and much of the northern portion of South Asia. Bringing Islam into
India, the Delhi Sultanate reigned for 300 years, from the 13th through the 16th
centuries. The interaction of Islam and Hinduism in northern India dominated
the political history of the era. While some Hindus converted to Islam, others
resented Muslims and considered them foreigners. One factor contributing to
this resentment was that the Delhi Sultanate imposed a tax, called the jizya, on
all non-Muslim subjects of the empire.

Throughout its reign, the Delhi Sultanate never organized an efficient
bureaucracy in the style of the Chinese. For this reason, sultans had difficulty
imposing their policies in a land as vast and diverse as India. Despite the

24 WORLD HISTORY MODERN: AP® EDITION



strong Islamic presence in the region, local kingdoms continued to play a
major role in India’s decentralized political landscape.

The sultans wanted to extend their rule southward. Before they succeeded,
though, they became focused on defending themselves from an onslaught
by the Mongol army from the northwest. The Delhi Sultanate prevented the
Mongols themselves from conquering South Asia. However, in 1526, the
sultans lost power to a new empire, the Mughals, whose leaders did trace
their ancestry to the Mongols.

Religion in South Asia

Religion always held a dominant place in South Asian history. Before the
arrival of Islam, most South Asians practiced Hinduism, while a smaller
number identified themselves as Buddhists. South Asians encountered a
starkly different religion when Islam arrived.

» Hindus pray to many gods, while Islam is strictly monotheistic.

* Hindu temples and artwork are replete with pictures of deities, while
Muslims disapprove of any visual representation of Allah.

» Hinduism was associated with a hierarchical caste system, while Islam
has always called for the equality of all believers.

» Hindus recognize several sacred texts, while Muslims look to only the
Quran for spiritual guidance.

The Arrival of Islam The relationship between Hindus and Muslims
shaped the history of South Asia beginning in the 7th century, and it continues
to shape regional culture and politics today. Islam initially entered India
forcefully yet eventually took on a more peaceful approach. But while Islam
was a universalizing religion, one that wanted to proselytize, or actively seek
converts, Muslim rulers found early in their reign that forcing their Hindu and
Buddhist subjects to convert was not successful. Thus, most converts came to
Islam voluntarily. Many Muslim merchants in the Indian Ocean trade moved
to Indian port cities and married. Their wives often ended up converting to
their husband’s religion.

With its emphasis on the equality of all believers, Islam also attracted
low-caste Hindus who hoped that conversion would improve their social
status. In this sense, Islam in India was like Christianity in the Roman Empire.
Both appealed to the people who suffered the most under the existing social
structure.

The largest numbers of converts to Islam, however, were Buddhists.
Corruption among the monks and raids on monasteries by early Muslim
conquerors left the Buddhist religion disorganized. The spread of Islam
helped make Buddhism a minority religion in its place of birth. (Connect:
Make an outline comparing the spread of Islam in South Asia to the spread of
Buddhism in China. See Topic 1.1.)
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Social Structures in South Asia

The arrival of Islam did little to alter the basic structure of society in South
Asia. India’s caste system is its strongest historical continuity. While obviously
inequitable, it lent stability to a politically decentralized land. The caste system
was flexible and able to accommodate newcomers. Muslim merchants and
migrants, even though they were not Hindu, found a place for themselves
within the caste hierarchy based on their occupation. These subcastes based
on occupation operated like workers’ guilds, soon becoming absorbed into the
social fabric of Indian society. Connect: Write a paragraph comparing the caste
system in South Asia to the social structures in China in the period from 1200
to 1450. See Topic 1.1.)

At the same time, most of those who tried to escape the grip of the caste
system failed. The low-caste Hindus who converted to Islam as a way to improve
their social status usually did not achieve that goal. Individuals required more
education and opportunities for better jobs, not just a new religion, to help
them escape their low status in life.

As Islam spread, Muslims varied how they applied its core teachings,
depending on their culture before converting. For example, Islam did not alter
gender relations greatly. In South Asia, women in the Hindu tradition were
confined to a separate social sphere, and Islamic women received similar
treatment. In Southeast Asia, women enjoyed more independence before the
arrival of Islam. This pattern continued as people became Muslims. Thus,
converts in South and Southeast Asia found ways to accommodate a new faith,
but most people did not reject their traditions in the process.

Cultural Interactions in South Asia

People in South Asia and the Middle East shared their intellectual and
cultural achievements with each other. For example, Arab astronomers
and mathematicians added to the body of knowledge begun by their Indian
counterparts. Indian developments in algebra and geometry were translated
into Arabic, and spread throughout Dar al-Islam. One result of this movement
of ideas was that the numeral system referred to in the West as “Arabic
numerals,” actually originated in India.

In India itself, sultans erected buildings melding the intricate artistic details
of Hindu art with the geometric patterns preferred by Islamic architecture. The
city of Delhi s filled with examples of Islamic architecture built during the Delhi
Sultanate. One famous example, the Qutub Minar, stands in the southern part
of the city. Rulers from the Delhi Sultanate built an elaborate mosque on top
of a Hindu temple and used materials for the mosque from nearby Hindu and
other religious shrines. Towering over the mosque 1s the Qutub Minar itself, a
gigantic leaning tower, the tallest structure in India today. Historians debate the
reason for its construction; one obvious function is its presence as a symbol of
Islamic influence and, at one time, dominance of northern India.
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An entirely new language developed among Muslims of South Asia:
Urdu. Urdu melded the grammatical pattern of Hindi (the language of
Northern Indians), and with the vocabulary of Arabic and some elements
of Farsi (the language of Persians). Today, Urdu is the official language of
Pakistan.

The Bhakti Movement Beginning in the 12th century, some Hindus
began to draw upon traditional teachings about the importance of emotion in
their spiritual life. Rather than emphasize studying texts or performing rituals,
they focused on developing a strong attachment to a particular deity. This
development, known as the Bhakti Movement, started in southern India. It
was especially appealing to many believers because it did not discriminate
against women or people of low social status. For example, one of the most
famous figures of the Bhakti Movement would be a female, the poet Mira Bai,
who lived in the 16th century.

Though the bhaktis were Hindus, they were similar in some ways to
Sufi Muslims. Both groups were mystical movements, ones that emphasized
inner reflection in order to achieve a direct personal relationship with a deity.
Because they placed less emphasis on strict adherence to traditional rituals
and beliefs, bhaktis and Sufis each appealed to people outside their traditions.
Just as the Sufis helped spread Islam, the Bhaktis helped spread Hinduism.

Source: Thinkstock

Religious structures in India
often demonstrate syncretism
in architecture. Qutub Minar
combines towers common in
Hindu temples with domes
common in Islamic mosques.
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Southeast Asia

Like China, South Asia strongly influenced its neighbors, particularly the
lands of Southeast Asia—today’s Indonesia, Malaysia, Cambodia, Thailand,
Laos, and Vietnam. Indian merchants had contact with these Southeast Asian
lands as early as 500 B.C.E. The merchants sold gold, silver, metal goods,
and textiles in the region and brought back its fine spices. Trade voyages
introduced the Indian religions of Hinduism and Buddhism to Southeast Asia.
Much of the region became and remains today mostly Buddhist. The region,
like Southwest Asia, was strategically significant. Whoever controlled this
region could influence the valuable trade between South Asia and East Asia.

Sea-Based Kingdoms Because Southeast Asia was so important, several
kingdoms emerged there. Two were particularly long-lasting:

* The Srivijaya Empire (670-1025) was a Hindu kingdom based on
Sumatra. It built up its navy and prospered by charging fees for ships
traveling between India and China.

* The Majapahit Kingdom (1293—1520) based on Java had 98
tributaries at its height. Like Srivijaya, Majapahit sustained its power
by controlling sea routes. Unlike Srivijaya, Majapahit was Buddhist.

Land-Based Kingdoms Other kingdoms in Southeast Asia drew power
from their control over land. The Sinhala dynasties in Sri Lanka had their
roots in the arrival of early immigrants, most likely merchants, from north
India. Buddhists arrived in the 3rd century B.C.E. and the island became a
center of Buddhist study. Monasteries and nunneries flourished. Both men and
women found a life of contemplation and simple living attractive.

Buddhism was so deeply embedded that Buddhist priests often served as
advisors to the monarchs. The government of one of the kingdoms oversaw
the construction of a network of reservoirs and canals to create an excellent
irrigation system, which contributed to economic growth. However, attacks
by invaders from India and conflicts between the monarchy and the priests
ultimately weakened the kingdoms.

The Khmer Empire, also known as the Angkor Kingdom (802—1431), was
situated near the Mekong River and also did not depend on maritime prowess
for its power. The kingdom’s complex irrigation and drainage systems led
to economic prosperity, making it one of the most prosperous kingdoms in
Southeast Asia. Irrigation allowed farmers to harvest rice crops several times
a year, and drainage systems reduced the impact of the heavy monsoon rains.

The Khmer capital was at Angkor Thom. The temples there showed the
variety of Indian cultural influences on Southeast Asia. Hindu artwork and
sculptures of deities abounded. But at some point the Khmer rulers became
Buddhist. Starting in the 12th and 13th centuries, they added Buddhist
sculptures and artwork to the temples without destroying any of the Hindu
artwork.
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During the same period and only one-half mile from Angkor Thom, rulers
constructed the ornate and majestic Buddhist temple complex of Angkor Wat.
In 1431, the Thais of the Sukhothai Kingdom invaded the area, forcing the
Khmers out. Nevertheless, ruins of the magnificent structures in Angkor Thom
and Angkor Wat still stand, testifying not only to the sophistication of Southeast
Asian culture but also to the powerful influence of Indian culture on the region.
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Source: Rajasthani Painting of Meerabai. https://en.wikiquote.org/wiki/Meera_Bai#/media/File:Meerabai.jpg.

The great temple complex at Angkor Wat, in both its architecture and its use, reflects the interaction
between Hinduism and Buddhism in Southeast Asia.

Islam Islam’s movement into the Indian Ocean region paralleled its
expansion elsewhere. The first Southeast Asian Muslims were local merchants,
who converted in the 700s, hoping to have better trading relations with the
Islamic merchants who arrived on their shores. Islam was most popular in
urban areas at the time. Islam spread to Sumatra, Java, and the Malay Peninsula.
Today, Indonesia includes more Muslims than any other country.

Sufis Sufis also did missionary work in Southeast Asia. (See Topic 1.2.)
Because of their tolerance for local faiths, people felt comfortable converting
to Islam. They could be Muslims and still honor local deities.

KEY TERMS BY THEME

GOVERNMENT: South GOVERNMENT: Southeast | CULTURE: Religion

Asia Asia proselytize
Vijayanagara Empire Srivijaya Empire (Sumatra) Bhakti Movement
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India) Lanka) Urdu
Delhi Sultanate Khmer Empire (Cambodia)
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THINK AS A HISTORIAN: IDENTIFY CLAIMS

A claim is a statement asserted to be true. It differs from provable fact,
such as “Baghdad was the largest city in the Abbasid Empire” or simple
preference, such as “World history is more interesting than algebra.”
Instead, in modern scholarship, a claim expresses a viewpoint with
which thoughtful people can reasonably disagree. It forms the basis of
an argument—reasoning backed up with evidence.

A claim is often a somewhat general statement that reflects a
judgment shaped by the point of view of the writer. In some historical
texts with a clear bias, the claim may simply be the author’s main
idea, and it may be based more on opinion or overgeneralization than
rigorous reasoning. In modern scholarship, however, claims should be
grounded in facts and informed opinions. While claims are general, the
evidence used to support them should be specific.

Reread the excerpt by the Muslim scholar Al-Beruni on page 30.
Determine which sentence below best expresses his claim by looking
for the most general statement. Then explain whether the claim is
based on informed opinions or overgeneralizations.

1. [Hindus] are haughty, foolishly vain, self-conceited, and stolid.

2. The Hindus believe that there is no country but theirs, no nation
like theirs, no kings like theirs, no religion like theirs, no science
like theirs.

3. The present generation of Hindus is narrow-minded.

4. If you tell them of any science or scholar in Khorasan and Persia,
they will think you to be both an ignoramus and a liar.

REFLECT ON THE CHAPTER ESSENTIAL QUESTION

1. In one to three paragraphs, explain how various beliefs and practices
in South and Southeast Asia affected society and the development of
states.
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1.4

Developments in the Americas

I love the song of the mockingbird,
Bird of four hundred voices,
I love the color of jade
And the intoxicating scent of flowers,
But more than all | love my brother, man!

—Nezahualcoyotl (1402-1472), Aztec poet

Essential Question: What states developed in the Americas, and how did
they change over time?

E)llowing the decline of the Olmecs in Mesoamerica and the Chavin in the
Andes, new civilizations, such as the Mayans, the Aztecs, and the Incas rose in
the same regions. In addition, the first large-scale civilization in North America
developed. As in Afro-Eurasia, several of these civilizations developed strong
states, large urban centers, and complex belief systems. Current knowledge
about these civilizations combines archaeological evidence, oral traditions,
and writings by Europeans who came to the Americas after 1492. One poem
recorded by the Spanish was the one above from an Aztec writer.

The Mississippian Culture

The first large-scale civilization in North America emerged in the 700s or 800s
in what is now the eastern United States. Since it started in the Mississippi
River Valley, it is known as the Mississippian culture. While other cultures
built monumental buildings, Mississippians built enormous earthen mounds,
some of which were as tall as 100 feet and covered an area the size of 12
football fields. The largest of these mounds is Cahokia, located in southern
[linois.

Government and Society The Mississippian society had a rigid class
structure. A chief called the Great Sun ruled each large town. Below the Great
Sun was an upper class of priests and nobles and a lower class of farmers,
hunters, merchants, and artisans. At the bottom were slaves, who usually
were prisoners of war. In general, women farmed and men hunted. The
Mississippians had a matrilineal society, which means that social standing
was determined by the woman’s side of the family. For example, when the
Great Sun died, the title passed not to his own son, but to a sister’s son.
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The Decline of Mississippian Civilization People abandoned Cahokia
around 1450, and other large Mississippian cities by 1600. Historians disagree
on why the Mississippian people moved. One theory posits that flooding or
other weather extremes caused crop failures and the collapse of the agricultural
economy needed to sustain the populations of the large cities. Another theory
suggests that diseases introduced by the Europeans decimated the population.

Chaco and Mesa Verde

Soon after the rise of the Mississippian Civilization, various cultures emerged
in what is now the southwestern United States. Living in a dry region, people
developed ways to collect, transport, and store water efficiently. In addition,
because of the climate, trees were small and scarce, so people had little wood
to use to build homes. Two cultures became well-known for their innovations:

* The Chaco built large housing structures using stones and clay, some of
which included hundreds of rooms.

» The people of Mesa Verde built multi-story homes into the sides of
cliffs using bricks made of sandstone.

Both groups declined in the late 13th century as the climate became drier.

The Maya City-States

Mayan civilization reached its height between 250 and 900 C.E. Mayans
stretched over the southern part of Mexico and much of what is now Belize,
Honduras, and Guatemala. Most lived in or near one of the approximately 40
cities that ranged in size from 5,000 to 50,000 people. At its peak, as many as
2 million Mayans populated the region.

Mayan Government The main form of Mayan government was the
city-state, each ruled by a king and consisting of a city and its surrounding
territory. Most rulers were men. However, when no male heir was available
or old enough to govern, Mayan women ruled. Wars between city-states were
common. At times, city-states were overthrown. However, Mayans rarely
fought to control territory. More often they fought to gain tribute—payments
from the conquered to the conqueror—and captives to be used as human
sacrifices during religious ceremonies.

Each Mayan king claimed to be descended from a god. The Mayans
believed that when the king died, he would become one with his ancestor-
god. The king directed the activities of the elite scribes and priests who
administered the affairs of the state. Royal rule usually passed from father to
son, but kings who lost the support of the people were sometimes overthrown.
The common people were required to pay taxes, usually in the form of crops,
and to provide labor to the government. City-states had no standing armies, so
when war erupted, governments required citizens to provide military service.
No central government ruled all Mayan lands, although often one city-state
was the strongest in a region and would dominate its neighbors.
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Mayan Religion, Science, and Technology The Mayans were innovative
thinkers and inventors. For example, they incorporated the concept of zero into
their number system, developed a complex writing system, and learned to make
rubber out of liquid collected from rubber plants.

Mayan science and religion were linked through astronomy. Based on the
calendar, priests decided when to celebrate religious ceremonies and whether
to go to war. As a result, keeping an accurate calendar was very important.
Although the Mayans had no telescopes, they made very precise observatories
atop pyramids such as the one at Chichen Itza. Their observations enabled
priests to design a calendar more accurate than any used in Europe at the time.

One task of priests, who could be either male or female, was to conduct
ceremonies honoring many deitiecs. Among the most important deities were
those of the sun, rain, and corn. Mayans made offerings to the gods so prayers
might be answered. War captives were sometimes killed as offerings. (Connect:
Compare the political structures of the Mayans with the political structures of
South Asia. See Topic 1.3.)

Source: Thinkstock

Mayan pyramids, with steps going up the side, were similar to Mesopotamian ziggurats. Similarly
shaped architecture can be found from Spain and Algeria to China and Indonesia.

The Aztecs

The Aztecs, also known as the Mexicas, were originally hunter-gatherers who
migrated to central Mexico from the north in the 1200s. In 1325, they founded
their capital Tenochtitlan on the site of what is now Mexico City. Over the next
100 years, they conquered the surrounding peoples and created an empire that
stretched from the Gulf of Mexico to the Pacific Ocean.

Capital City The Aztecs located Tenochtitlan on an island in the middle of
a swampy lake in order to protect it from attacks. Tenochtitlan grew to almost
200,000 people, making it one of the largest cities in the world. To provide
water for the city, they built a network of aqueducts. At the center of the city,
the Aztecs built a pyramid that rose 150 feet into the air. This Great Pyramid and
other pyramids, temples, and palaces were made of stone. On Lake Texcoco, the
Aztecs built floating gardens called chinampas to increase the amount of space
for food production. The Aztecs dug ditches to use lake water to irrigate their
fields and to drain parts of the lake for more land.
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The construction of chinampas in Mesoamerica was one way people expanded the land on which
to grow crops.

Government, Economy, and Society As the Aztecs conquered much of
Mesoamerica, they developed a tribute system that insured their dominance.
Conquered people were forced to pay tribute, surrender lands, and perform
military service. Tribute included practical goods such as food, cloth, and
firewood, as well as luxury items such as feathers, beads, and jewelry. The
Aztecs allowed local rulers to stay in their positions to serve as tribute collectors.
This allowed Aztec political dominance without direct administrative control.
In exchange, the conquered people were extended Aztec protection.

To administer the empire, the Aztecs grouped city-states into provinces.
They moved warriors and their families to each province’s capital to make
sure the province remained under Aztec control. In addition, an Aztec official
was stationed in each capital to collect tribute from local officials.

Aztec government was a theocracy, which is rule by religious leaders. At
the top was the emperor, known as the Great Speaker, who was the political
ruler as well as a divine representative of the gods. Next in the social hierarchy
were land-owning nobles, who also formed the majority of Aztec military
leadership. Next in rank were scribes and healers, followed by craftspeople
and traders. A special merchant class called pochteca traded in luxury goods.
Below the traders were the peasants and soldiers. Aztec people could be
enslaved as well, usually because they did not pay their debts or were being
punished for crimes. Besides being used for labor, enslaved people were also
offered up as sacrifices in religious ceremonies.

Religion The intricate and complex religion of the Aztecs was central
to their society. They worshipped an ever-evolving pantheon of hundreds of
deities, many of whom were considered to have both male and female aspects.
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