
 
 
 

Name:_________________________________ 
 

AP World Modern Summer Assignment 
DUE NO LATER THAN SEPTEMBER 11th, 2026 - This is a graded assignment for Quarter 1 

 
Welcome to AP World Modern.  This course is an introductory college-level modern world history course. Students will cultivate their 
understanding of world history from c. 1200 CE to the present through analyzing historical sources,  making historical connections 
and crafting historical arguments as they explore concepts like humans and the environment, cultural developments and 
interactions, governance, economic systems, social interactions and organization, and technology and innovation. 
 
Course units. The nine course units will be broken down as follows in four different time periods 

●​ Period 1- ​ 1200-1450: Unit 1 (The Global Tapestry) and Unit 2 (Networks of Exchange) 
●​ Period 2- ​ 1450-1750: Unit 3 (Land-Based Empires) and Unit 4 (Transoceanic Interconnections 
●​ Period 3-​ 1750-1900: Unit 5 (Revolutions) and Unit 6 (Consequences of Industrialization) 
●​ Period 4-​ 1900-Present day: Unit 7 (Global Conflict), Unit 8 (Cold War and Decolonization) and Unit 9 (Globalization) 

The earliest and latest units – 1, 2, 7, 8 and 9 – each account for 8%-10% of the end-of-year exam weight. The middle units, 3-6, 
are richer in content, each accounting for 12%-15% of the end-of-year exam weight. 

This course requires students to complete a lot of reading and learn some content outside of the classroom.  The purpose of this 
summer assignment is to review content from 9th grade Global and/or Pre-AP and practice the historical thinking skills that AP 
requires. Please use the reading from Unit 1 in the AMSCO book to complete the graphic organizer.  If you need more information 
for the notes, you may use the internet to research more.  In addition there is a writing assignment (LEQ- Long Essay Question) so 
that your teacher can gauge your writing skills and help prepare you for the AP test.  This LEQ is not on content but rather a practice 
assignment to get used to the style of AP writing and what the rubric entails.  

Dana Fritch: dfritch@levittownschools.com 

Ryan Snyder:  RSnyder@levittownschools.com  

 

mailto:dfritch@levittownschools.com
mailto:RSnyder@levittownschools.com


Unit 1: The Global Tapestry  
c. 1200 - c. 1450 

 

Topic 1.1 Developments in East Asia from c. 1200 to c. 1450 

Learning Objective 
 
Explain the systems 
of government 
employed by 
Chinese dynasties 
and how they 
developed over 
time.  

Historical Developments 
 
Empires and states in Afro-Eurasia and the 
Americas demonstrated continuity, 
innovation, and diversity in the 13th 
century. This included the Song Dynasty of 
China, which utilized traditional methods of 
Confucianism and imperial bureaucracy 
to maintain and justify its rule.  

1.​ Describe Song China (include SPICE-T characteristics: social, political, 
interaction, culture, economic, technology).  

 
 
 
 
 

2.​ Explain the influence of Confucianism on Song China’s political system.  
 
 
 
 
 

Learning Objective 
 
Explain the effects 
of Chinese cultural 
traditions on East 
Asia over time.  

Historical Developments 
 
Chinese cultural traditions continued, and 
they influenced neighboring regions. 
  
Cultural traditions:  

●​ Filial piety in East Asia 
●​ Influence of Neo-Confucianism 

and Buddhism in East Asia 
●​ Confucian traditions of both 

respect for and expected 
deference from women 

●​ Chinese literary and scholarly 
traditions and their spread to 
Heian Japan and Korea 

 
Buddhism and its core beliefs continued to 
shape societies in Asia and included a 
variety of branches, schools, and practices.  
 
Branches of Buddhism:  

●​ Theravada 
●​ Mahayana 
●​ Tibetan  

3.​ Explain the influence of Confucianism on Song China’s society and 
culture.  

 
 
 
 

4.​ How did Buddhism arrive in China?  
 
 
 
 
 

5.​ What were the cultural impacts of the arrival of Buddhism?  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

Learning Objective 
 
Explain the effects 
of innovation on the 
Chinese economy 
over time.  

Historical Developments 
 
The economy of Song China became 
increasingly commercialized while 
continuing to depend on free peasant and 
artisanal labor.  
 
The economy of Song China flourished as 
a result of increased productive capacity, 
expanding trade networks, and innovations 
in agriculture and manufacturing.  
 
Technological innovations:  

●​ Champa rice 
●​ Transportation innovations like the 

Grand Canal expansion 
●​ Steel and iron production 
●​ Textiles and porcelains for export 

6.​ Explain the effects of each of the following on Song China:  
 

●​ The Grand Canal 
 

 
●​ Champa rice:  

 
 
 

●​ Chinese production of textiles and porcelain:  
 

 

Topic 1.2 Developments in Dar al-Islam from c. 1200 to c. 1450 

Learning Objective 
 
Explain how 
systems of belief 
and their practices 
affected society in 
the period from c. 
1200 to c. 1450.  

Historical Developments 
 
Islam, Judaism, Christianity, and the core 
beliefs and practices of these religions 
continued to shape societies in Africa and 
Asia.  

7.​ List the core beliefs/practices of Islam:  
 
 
 
 
 

8.​ List the core beliefs/practices of Judaism:  
 
 
 
 

9.​ List the core beliefs/practices of Christianity:  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Learning Objective 
 

Historical Developments 
 

10.​Describe the Abbasid Caliphate (include SPICE-T characteristics): 



Explain the causes 
and effects of the 
rise of Islamic states 
over time.  

As the Abbasid Caliphate fragmented, 
new Islamic political entities emerged, most 
of which were dominated by Turkic people. 
These states demonstrated continuity, 
innovation, and diversity.  
 
New political entities:  

●​ Seljuk Empire 
●​ Mamluk Sultanate of Egypt 
●​ Delhi Sultanates 

 
Muslim rule continued to expand to many 
parts of Afro-Eurasia due to military 
expansion, and Islam, subsequently 
expanded through the activities of 
merchants, missionaries, and Sufis.  

 
  

 
11.​Describe the Seljuk Empire:  

 
 
 
 

12.​Explain the causes of the expansion of Muslim rule; how and where did 
it expand before 1450?  

 
 
 
 
 

13.​What were the effects of the rise of Islamic states?  
 
 
 
 

Learning Objective​
 
Explain the effects 
of intellectual 
innovation in Dar 
al-Islam.  

Historical Developments 
 
Muslim states and empires encouraged 
significant intellectual innovations and 
transfers.  
 
Innovations:  

●​ Advances in mathematics (Nasir 
al-Din al-Tusi)  

●​ Advances in literature (A’ishah 
al-Bu’uniyyah)  

●​ Advances in medicine  
 
Transfers:  

●​ Preservation and commentaries 
on Greek moral and natural 
philosophy 

●​ House of Wisdom in Abbasid 
Baghdad 

●​ Scholarly and cultural transfers in 
Muslim and Christian Spain  

14.​Describe the intellectual innovations and transfers of Muslim States:  
 
 
 
 

15.​What effects did these innovations have in Dar al-Islam?  
 
 
 
 
 

16.​Explain the significance of the House of Wisdom in Abbasid Baghdad:  
 

 
 



Topic 1.3 Developments in South and Southeast Asia from c. 1200 to c. 1450 

Learning Objective 
 
Explain how the 
various belief 
systems and 
practices of South 
and Southeast Asia 
affected society over 
time.  

Historical Developments 
 
Hinduism, Islam, and Buddhism, and their 
core beliefs and practices, continued to 
shape societies in South and Southeast 
Asia.  
 
Beliefs and practices:  

●​ Bhakti movement 
●​ Sufism 
●​ Buddhist monasticism  

17.​Explain how Hinduism impacted societies in South and Southeast Asia:  
 
 
 

18.​Explain how Islam impacted societies in South and Southeast Asia:  
 
 
 
 

19.​Explain how Buddhism impacted societies in South and Southeast Asia:  
 
 
 
 

20.​What role did Sufi missionaries play in spreading Islam?  
 
 
 
 

21.​What role did Buddhist monasteries play in spreading Buddhism and 
promoting trade?  

 
 
 

Learning Objective 
 
Explain how and 
why various states 
of South and 
Southeast Asia 
developed and 
maintained power 
over time.  

Historical Developments 
 
State formation and development 
demonstrated continuity, innovation, and 
diversity, including the new Hindu and 
Buddhist states that emerged in South and 
Southeast Asia.  
 
Hindu/Buddhist States:  

●​ Vijayanagara Empire 
●​ Srivijaya Empire 
●​ Rajput kingdoms 
●​ Khmer Empire 
●​ Majapahit 
●​ Sukhothai kingdom 
●​ Sinhala dynasties 

22.​How did the Srivijaya Empire develop and maintain power?  
 

 



Topic 1.4 State Building in the Americas 

Learning 
Objective 
 
Explain how and 
why states in the 
Americas 
developed and 
changed over time. 

Historical Developments 
 
In the Americas, as in Afro-Eurasia, state 
systems demonstrated continuity, innovation, 
and diversity, and expanded in scope and 
reach. 
 
State systems in the Americas:  

●​ Maya city-states 
●​ Mexica 
●​ Inca 
●​ Chaco 
●​ Mesa Verde 
●​ Cahokia 

23.​Describe the Maya city-states (include SPICE-T characteristics) :  
 
 
 

24.​Describe the Inca (include SPICE-T characteristics)  :  
 
 
 

25.​Describe the Mexica (include SPICE-T characteristics):  

 

TOPIC 1.5 State Building in Africa 

Learning 
Objective 
 
Explain how and 
why states in Africa 
developed and 
changed over time. 

Historical Developments 
 
In Africa, as in Eurasia and the Americas, 
state systems demonstrated continuity, 
innovation, and diversity and expanded in 
scope and reach. 
 
State systems in Africa:  

●​ Great Zimbabwe 
●​ Ethiopia 
●​ Hausa kingdoms 

26.​Describe Great Zimbabwe (include SPICE-T characteristics):  
 
 
 
 
 

27.​Describe Ethiopia (include SPICE-T characteristics)  
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

TOPIC 1.6 Developments in Europe 

Learning Objective 
 
Explain how the 
beliefs and practices 
of the predominant 
religions in Europe 
affected European 
society.  

Historical Developments 
 
Christianity, Judaism, Islam, and the core 
beliefs and practices of these religions 
continued to shape societies in Europe.  

28.​Explain the impact of the Roman Catholic Church on Western Europe:  



Learning Objective 
 
Explain the causes 
and consequences 
of political 
decentralization in 
Europe from c. 1200 
to 1450.  

Historical Developments 
 
Europe was politically fragmented and 
characterized by decentralized 
monarchies, feudalism, and the manorial 
system.  

29.​Describe the political organization of feudal Europe:  
 
 
 
 

30.​Describe the manorial system:  
 
 

Learning Objective 
 
Explain the effects of 
agriculture on social 
organization in 
Europe from c. 1200 
to c. 1450. 

Historical Developments 
 
Europe was largely an agricultural society 
dependent on free and coerced labor, 
including serfdom.  

31.​Describe the social hierarchy of feudal Europe:  
 
 
 
 

32.​What was the role of serfdom in Europe?  
 
 
 
 

33.​What eventually happened to serfdom? (How did it change moving into 
the 1450-1750 time period)?  

 
 
 

 

TOPIC 1.7 Comparisons in the Period from c. 1200 to c. 1450 

Learning Objective 
 
Explain the similarities and differences 
in the processes of state formation from 
c. 1200 to c. 1450 

Historical Developments 
 
State formation and development demonstrated continuity, innovation, and diversity in various regions 

●​ As the Abbasid Caliphate fragmented, new Islamic political entities emerged, most of which were dominated by Turkic peoples. 
These states demonstrated continuity, innovation, and diversity 

●​ Empires and states in Afro-Eurasia and the Americas demonstrated continuity, innovation, and diversity in the 13th century. This 
included the Song Dynasty of China, which utilized traditional methods of Confucianism and an imperial bureaucracy to maintain and 
justify its rule. 

●​ State formation and development demonstrated continuity, innovation, and diversity, including the new Hindu and Buddhist states that 
emerged in South and Southeast Asia 

●​ In the Americas, as in Afro-Eurasia, state systems demonstrated continuity, innovation, and diversity, and expanded in scope and 
reach 

●​ In Africa, as in Eurasia and the Americas, state systems demonstrated continuity, innovation, and diversity, and expanded in scope 
and reach 

 



 
AP World History Summer Assignment - 2026 

 
Autobiographical Long-Essay-Question (LEQ): Changes and Continuities of Your Education, 2022 to 2026 

 
Directions: You are to answer the following question for part of your AP World History summer assignment. This handout must be 
completed before you begin writing your essay. The purpose of this assignment is to help you familiarize yourself with the long-essay-question 
(LEQ) format and rubric, as well as the historical reasoning skill (HRS) of analyzing historical continuity and change over time.   
Complete this outline and attach your essay to the back of this handout before turning it in.  
 
Your essay may be typed or handwritten. There are no length requirements, but it should meet all of the requirements outlined on 
this paper to receive full points. Be aware that you do not need to share anything with me that you do not feel comfortable sharing! 
You are welcome to write only about academic changes/continuities if you feel more comfortable doing so.  
 
IMPORTANT: It is OK (and somewhat expected) that you are unsure or unclear about the expectations of this essay. JUST DO YOUR BEST. I will be teaching 
you more about the rubrics throughout the school year, as well as sharing examples with you. There will be plenty of time to practice and grow. Don’t stress 
about not getting it right on this essay--this task is meant to expose you to the basic outline of the essay and give you some practice. Again, JUST DO YOUR 
BEST. That’s my primary expectation for this assignment. Any questions or uncertainties you have will be addressed in class, so please try to avoid asking me 
questions about the rubric over the summer.  

 

Essay Prompt:  

Middle school and high school are often seen as periods of growth and development for young 
people in the United States. The transition from elementary to middle school and subsequently 
middle school to high school often present unique personal and academic challenges and 
opportunities. 

 
Develop an argument that evaluates the extent to which you experienced personal and/or academic 
changes during the 2019 to 2023 time period.  



 
 
 
STEP 1: DETERMINE CHANGES and CONTINUITIES   
 
Brainstorm THREE (or more) personal and/or academic changes that occurred in your life from 2019-2023. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Brainstorm ONE or MORE academic and/or personal continuity that has spanned your life from 2019-2023. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
STEP 2: Provide CONTEXT for your essay.  
 
Context is one point on the long-essay-question (LEQ) rubric. It also appears on your document-based-question (DBQ) rubric. From 
your knowledge of this time period in history, what do you know that could help you analyze (or put into context) how your 
personal/academic life has changed? You must situate the argument by explaining the broader historical events, developments or 
processes immediately relevant to the question.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Think of context as “setting the scene” for your essay. I often explain it in class as the opening “crawl” (yellow text) at the beginning 
of a Star Wars movie, or the “previously on...” you see at the beginning of shows to summarize what happened on a previous 
episode or season of your favorite TV show. Contextualization is NOT awarded for merely a word or phrase, but instead requires an 
explanation typically consisting of multiple sentences. Context appears in the introduction to your essay. There are no length 
requirements, but good contextual statements are usually around 4-5 sentences long. So, set the scene for your life. Give some 
background information about yourself before diving into the prompt topic and your thesis. Write a rough outline of your context 
here. 
 
_________________________________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________ 

 
 
STEP 3: Outline Your Changes & Continuities 

What changed in your 
life from 2022 to 

2026? 
1) 2) 

 
3) 
 

Analysis: Why did the 
change occur?  

 
 
 
 

  
 
 

 
What continued in 
your life (what has 

remained constant?) 

Continuity 1: 
 

Continuity 2:  

Analysis: Why did 
the continuity span 
your life from 2022 

to 2026? 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 



 
STEP 4: WRITE YOUR THESIS  – The thesis of an essay is your main point or argument. It is essentially a 1-3 sentence 
“roadmap” or summary of what you will discuss in your essay. It will come after the context statement in your introductory paragraph. 
Start off by using the same words from the prompt. I often refer to this as using “the language of the prompt” -- get used to it 
because I will be saying it all year! Answer the question and add some specific details as a summary of what you will be writing 
about in your essay. DO NOT simply write “There were many changes and continuities in my personal and academic life.” That is 
too vague and will not earn you the thesis point. Give specific examples of changes/continuities in your life. For example, “There 
were many changes and continuities in my personal and academic life. I experienced changes such as …. However I still 
experienced continuities, for example . . . .”  
________________________________________________________________________________ 

________________________________________________________________________________ 

________________________________________________________________________________ 

________________________________________________________________________________ 

________________________________________________________________________________ 

________________________________________________________________________________ 

________________________________________________________________________________ 

STEP 5: WRITE THE ESSAY!  
This is essentially a four paragraph essay, but of course you can write more paragraphs if it is fitting or if one of your paragraphs can 
logically be split. Remember, it can be typed or handwritten. Please attach to this packet. There is no length requirement.  
 

INTRODUCTORY PARAGRAPH (Context + Thesis)  

Criteria Description Questions to consider 

Context The context “sets the scene” or provides historical 
background for events described in the prompt. This 
should be  

Does your historical context tie into the prompt? 

 
Thesis 
Statement 

Responds to the prompt with a specific historically 
defensible claim that establishes a line of reasoning.  

Did you mention specific continuities/changes in your 
thesis statement?  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

BODY PARAGRAPH #1 - CHANGES  

Criteria Description Questions to consider 

Historical 
Reasoning: 
Topic 
Statement 

Start the paragraph by summarizing the major 
changes that have taken place in your life. Get 
more detailed and provide specific examples further 
on in this paragraph.  

What are the changes? Did you give specific examples 
of the changes and analyze WHY they occurred?  

Cite supporting 
evidence 

Provide evidence to support the changes.  What specific examples of evidence support the topic 
statement? (be descriptive)  
 

 

BODY PARAGRAPH #2 - CONTINUITIES 

Criteria Description Questions to consider 

Historical 
Reasoning: 
Topic 
Statement 

Start the paragraph by summarizing the major 
continuities that have taken place in your life. Get 
more detailed and provide specific examples further 
on in this paragraph.  

What are the continuities? Did you give specific 
examples of the continuities and analyze WHY they 
occurred? 

Cite supporting 
evidence 

Provide evidence to support the continuities.  What specific examples of evidence support the topic 
statement? (be descriptive)  
 

 

CONCLUSION PARAGRAPH: Bring it all together for the reader 

Criteria Description Questions to consider 

Conclusion Reaffirms your argument (thesis) by explaining how 
the evidence presented throughout the essay 
supports each claim (topic sentences). Summarize 
for the reader, how you supported the argument 
throughout the essay. Does not merely restate the 
thesis. 

How did the evidence presented throughout the 
essay support your thesis? Did you answer the 
prompt fully?  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

LEQ Essay Writing Checklist 
Use this checklist before finishing and turning in your essay! 

❏​ You completed this outline handout 
❏​ You start the essay with context or background which “sets the 

scene” for your essay.  
❏​ Your context flows into your thesis statement.  
❏​ The first paragraph contains the context and the thesis 
❏​ Thesis uses the same words as seen in the prompt 
❏​ Thesis answers the prompt and gives specific changes 
❏​ Thesis answers the prompt and gives specific continuities 
❏​ You have at least four paragraphs (you can write more!) 

 

❏​ The second paragraph addresses changes 
❏​ There are specific examples of changes given 
❏​ You provide some analysis, explaining WHY there have been 

changes in your life 
❏​ The third paragraph addresses continuities 
❏​ There are specific examples of continuities given 
❏​ You have a conclusion that summarizes your essay’s thesis and 

main points 
❏​ You capitalized all proper nouns: cities, religions, names of people, 

etc  
❏​ You are specific, direct, and clear 
❏​ Your evidence/examples tie back to the prompt  
❏​ You printed a copy of your essay and attached it to this handout to 

turn in on the first day of class 
❏​ YOU DID YOUR BEST 

 
 
 
 
































