
LEVITTOWN PUBLIC SCHOOLS 
Levittown Memorial Education Center 

150 Abbey Lane 
Levittown, NY 11756 

March 2020 

Dear Parents/Guardians: 

If you get water service from New York American Water (NYAW), you may have received a letter stating that the 
tap water in your area is above the NYS desired level of dioxine.  Upon receiving this information, we have had our 
water at Lee Road, East Broadway, Salk and MacArthur independently tested.  The results indicated that the water 
in our schools is similar to the level of dioxine as the water you have in your houses.   As a result, we have spoken 
with the Nassau County Department of Health who has verified that the water is safe to drink.   

Nevertheless, we understand that this is a concern for many.  Therefore, we have made arrangements through our 
food service provider (Chartwells) and bottled water will be available for sale in the cafeterias at both Lee Road and 
East Broadway all day. Salk and MacArthur have always had and will continue to have water available in the 
vending machines and the cafeterias during a majority of the day.   Of course, should you choose, your child may 
bring water to school.   

In addition, we have had several conversations with Chartwells, and they have confirmed that they will not be 
cooking with tap water to make any dishes.   

As mentioned by our environmental specialists, JC Broderick 1,4-dioxine is not absorbed through the skin and does 
not vaporize into the air.  Therefore, hand washing is not a concern. The letter containing the results of our water 
testing has been posted on our website for your information.   

If you have questions about your water, please contact the Nassau County Department of Health at (516) 227-
9697.  If you have questions about protocols in Levittown surrounding this issue, please contact me directly.   

Tonie McDonald, Ed.D. Superintendent of Schools 
516-434-7020

Fax:  516-520-8314  
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