
Levittown Council of PTAs 

General Membership Meeting 

January 16, 2014 

Call to Order 7:36PM 

Pledge and moment of Silence to support our troops who are fighting for our freedom. 

Attendance  

Recording Secretary – Minutes presented October 24, 2013 and November 21, 2014.  Minutes will be filed as written. 

President’s report- Report Attached.  Mr. Pastore is here for Dr. Grossane tonight. Patty read Dr. Grossane’s letter of 
resignation.  Stated that Wed the 22nd is the next BOE Meeting. 

Disucssion took place and Laura Brown mentioned that people were coming to her asking if there was a way we could 
give a vote of confidence to speak at the next BOE Meeting – to speak about the displeasure.  Esta Lachow stated that it 
is a personnel issue and that in her opinion speaking as PTA opens ones self up to big problems.  Patty encouraged Units 
to encourage their members to write letters. 

Mr. Pastore stated that the way Patty approached the situation by reading the letter from Dr. Grossane was the best 
way to handle it.  He stated it is new to him and best thing to do is just what we did. 

 

1st VP- No Report.  

2nd VP- No Report. 

Corresponding Secretary – Sympathy card sent to Margaret Costa on passing of her Mother-in-Law. 

Treasurer’s Report- See Attached.   Treasurer Report is filed for audit.    As of the time the Treasurer gave her report the 
books had not been audited, but Donna Waitkus agreed to audit the books at the end of the meeting. 

Mary stated that we had spoke about putting the extra money that was put aside ($4500) in Sr Award fund into a CD.  
Mary spoke to TD Bank, their interest rate is .35% Astoria Federal and their interest rate is .10%, Bethpage Credit Union, 
their interest rate is .55% and NEFCU and their rate is .59%.  Stephanie Gannon made a motion to put the money from Sr 
Award into NEFCU.  Laura Brown seconded the motion, Motion passed-all in favor. 

Superintendent’s Report 

Mr. Pastore. 

Update on DHS cafeteria – did work over break to install expansion joint covers.  We did the work ourselves because of 
issues with the contractor.  District is looking to have consultant come in to review cafeteria and look at plans before we 
move all the stuff around.   Issue with railings being sharp on one side – contacted the manufacturer and see to have a 
resolution. 

Working on budget- working with all departments and will have first presentation on Feb 11th. 

Adopt a Family – Esta Lachow stated the program was phenomenal.  Thanks to everyone – Admin., Staff, Buildings, PTA, 
Girl Scouts, and Community Members.  209 individuals this year, last year was 224 due to Sandy and the year before was 
181.  Gave gift cards to all school sand last week was able to give $1000 more in gift cards to all schools. 

SEPTA – Honorary Life winner this year is Darlene Rhatigan.  Elija School IEP Prep Program.  Next meeting is 2/10 at 7:30 
in the large board room. 

Committee Reports 

Arts in Education- Report Attached 

Audit- No Report 

Council Budget – Report Attached 

Elementary Curriculum- Report Attached.   

 



Health, Safety, and Environment- Cancelled.  Thursday @11 – the 23rd.  Now have items that we can speak about that 
were brought up at the budget meeting.  MacArthur auditorium has black by duct work, seats.  Sink-stinky and unsafe.  
Recess equipment – how old before retire.  Going to gym then outside. 

Legislation- Leg/Ed Conference 3/1 and 3/2 $285 for single, $250 for double.  You can register on line today.  Legislation 
Roundtable at Hofstra is 3/8-registration not yet available.  Esta Lachow made a motion to give Debe Howe a vote of 
confidence on behalf of the Unit to represent us and vote as needed.  Laura Brown second.  All in favor, motion passed.  
Esta Lachow amended to include at Leg/Ed Conference up in Albany.  Laura Brown second.  All in favor, motion passed 

Procedures – No Report 

Secondary Curriculum – Report Attached.   

Special Committees 

Budget – No Report 

By Laws – No Report 

Honorary Life – No Report 

PTA Sr Award - No Report 

Meet the Candidates – on 5/1 at 7:30.  At the end of this month should be picking up packages. 

Nominating – If you are on Council or would like to be on Council you should have your letter n before February meeting 
date. 

Reflections – Report Attached 

Dinner Dance- Report Attached 

Liaisons 

Dollars for Scholars – New name is Levittown Schools Community Scholarships, Inc. – looking for more participation 
from schools.  Looking for membership from units.  Applications should be going out to the schools in the next 2 weeks.  
Zumba fundraiser will be held this year, date will be announced shortly.  Cut outs will take place in April.  Zumba 
fundraiser-each unit will be asked to donate a basket.  For years each unit donated a basket to the organization.  It is an 
allowable expense because it is 501c3 and has same visions and mission statement as us.  Can be taken from President 
Fees or Admin Line.  Does not have to be a lot, suggest $20-30. 

Food Service – Report Attached 

GC Tech –Report Attached 

LEADD – No Report  

Teachers Center – No Report. 

Wellness – No Report. 

Old Business – None 

New Business – Flyers Attached.  Division Ave Sweeps is March 7th.  Laura Brown would like to get info on how the Can 
Jam tournament at Salk/MacArthur PTSA got organized.  Someone mentioned Marlene put it together.  Laura would also 
like to see more sharing of events-big & small.  Abbey Lane-Annual fundraiser at Verdis is Feb 28th $50.  Salk Play June 
30/31. 

Motion made by Stephanie Gannon to amend previous motion regarding CD to state amount of money is $4500 for 
NEFCU.  Margarite seconds the motion.  No discussion, all in favor.  Motion passed. 

Note Upcoming Events on the back of the agenda. 

Adjourned   - Minutes prepared by Angela List 
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