ome& School

Working Together for School Success

Picture this

Cooogl teaders form |

mental pletires as they read. To
improve vour childs compriehenskan,
read w book without leting him see 1
[hen, ask bim e guess whan the illus-
trations look bike. Bxamples: How are
thee characters dressed? s the seting
brighit or glooms?

Be there!

Regulur attendance in Clementary
sehisal sets apoa good pattern Lo
VOUT youngsters entite schaol career,
Show vour child that school comes

first by tving to-keep davs ol o dll- |

nesses and familv emeraencies Sso

N - . L 1. -
schedule rovtne docror and dents
appaintmcents for after

school hrealks:

sehool or over

Line them up

Sommetimes kids gel math problems
wring simply because they haven't
lined wp the numbers comrectly Ty
this, Have vour chilil work problems
an graph paper. usitg one box per
number. Onee she gets used 1o this
sysiem.she'll be able te transter bes
limsng-up skills to regular paper.

Worth quoting
Pind words die net cost much. Yet
thiev wceemplish niwch.” Blaise Piescal

_JUST FOR FUN__

Teacher: MNune ane importan
Uit we have wocay that we didnt
hive 10 vears o

Brian: M

CONNECTION

East Broadway Elementary School

P- ® ®
itching in
Mol i e vor
chilid 1o be more responst-
hle, hardwerking. and
persistent? Here nre
icleas for working as
a lamilv s help vour

voungsier develop
these impartant
11ails

A group approach
Thinking of hersell
asa e plaver” can
encaurge vour child to e
responsible: Explain thal your
famuly operates gs a team, Byenyone
111151 |'}5:3."|' & pare (o 2o fl'”:'-lL’l!."& ilome:
Example: You take her shopping lor her
clthes and spovs cquipment. She
chuoses Twer outfit each moming and

keeps track of her hat and glove,

Hard workers wanted

Your voeungster probably has regular
chores o da, You can madivale ber oo
wrk esitra band by placing "want ads” on
thee relvigerator. Choose o challenging job,
and ofler a benefit Fxample: Winted —
a hardworking family member vy clean

There are many ways vau can support vour childs leaming and school. Here

aee a lew ideas:

Jeanmarie Wink, Principal

ol a corner of [l'll' ]]'.'a!"L'Hll'.'II'l R '.'l.‘--il—
a place lor vour chitld and her triends
Lo pla

Sticking it out

Wiorking toward simall goals can
tiake it easier to completea hig sk
Perhiaps vour family room needs a lresh
coat of paint, Write down the steps
{move fumiture and lay down drop
cloths, propare walls, roll paint onowalls,
peaant trmd Tell your child vou'll ake a
[un break abier cach step is done (g0 1o
the plaveground. ke a ke ride W

2

mSpend o few minutes every evening looking over handouts vour voungster

brmgs home. Pl ont forms 1o mewrn the nest day

® Toll vour childs teachers if vou can help them o at schonl

ar leme

W Make sure teachers know vou appreciate their effors
From timte to tinie, scid  thank-you nate or an ¢mail
B Contact your voungsters weacher immedianely if

vo see a prablem. Working tegether will help vouw

child sueceed

m Anend conlerences, parent meetings, and school

| events reaularlvW

—_—



Home & School connecrion:
Standardized tests

Choose to do well

True or talse: standardized wests ure
tough. Theanswer depends on how pre-
paredd viur voungster is. Here ari four ways
o help him handle test week

1. Explain that the tesis will show how
niiach he has fearned, Encourage him o
his best, but don’t put se much emphasis on
them that he leels stressed

2. Practice the st lormat, Foer example, vour child maghu
|'|::1"r'[:' Lo r{’ﬂ[; & '|_'|:;'I!".'I,:|'_-"|'I':;'ap|'l J.]'lLl ANSWET (UESLIDNS, =g one

AG'I‘I"I"';{ Paper
L LLLSE bag city
Let vour child create her own 3-1
community, she'll pracuce map skills
and learn about arban planning as <she

decides where o put the buildings in
her town,

Matevials: paper inch bugs news-
prelpiets, crayons of piarkees, blach con-
struction pape); sclssors, tape

Have v
vonngster think

</§
= l

ab buildings
tes include,
suchasa
Bunla grocery store,
aschool altheary and houses She can
make them by drawing doors, windows,
arwel signs on [Tt hags (on the side with-
vt the Hapy, For every bag shedeco-
rates, have her stuff a second ome with
newspiper, Then, she should open each
decorated bag and slide 1t overastulled
bag so her “huildings” will stand up. Far
the roads, she cancur black construction
paper fnte strips and tape them ogether
Fireally, Bave vonr chibd Tay ant her
roacds and arrange her buildhings along-
side thems w make hervery own own. W

o uUR PURPOSE

|
Tor prrovice sy prarenas woely praciical e
rhat peciaore si el o e

v L Eduealsrs
val L4 T

MY

H- 2
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ol Bis textboaks, have him
Lok i the guestiors at
theend of a section first
and ther read the pas-
saee. That will help
him know what 1o
reae] for o howe e
Fined the answers.

3. Lt actvities the

mght belore tests. You

miEy want 1wy avoned
having gueses for din
ner o ;'.Icip his Birother's
Pasebull spme i i meas Deing ol Toe: Be sare vour child
gets o bed on time and secs an alarm lor tie nexe momming.

4. O wesy day give hin an encrgy-hoosing Breaklast, Tey
inchule hath protein {eggs, voguet, mulk) and carbohvidrates
Hruit, catmeal, was) W

A Q: Mt child ceune home [rom school upset becduse
kics weere piching o classmee and wouldit let his

play with them. What acvice should Ieive my dawghter?

| Az Tell vour voungster that her classmate was being
Fullied —and that she may be able to helpsiop !

There are sever] things she can do 11 she feels safe. she |
could sav something lile, *Thatsnot nice,” and then walkoaway
| She |11L_:|’11 invite the child wha is being hullied tw join hermoa
pame ar schoal priject, |

Also, remind vour youngster 0 report bullving to a teacher or other adul
when she sees i1 Let her know this is not tathing, bt aoway to help someone
who 1s being hurt, You can explaint “Asking an adult to helpa ghillu.l u"in:-_i.s
| beng bullied is like asking the nurse to help a child with & scraped knee "%

== = m——

J

T LAl Thinking games
To : y
“' o category (outhis, movies) and we all
PFBE erraneds, and notiv

ties, my lamily spends otz of time on
the o, 1 decided to use some of it Tor

Bepween school,
tell ot top three chotees, My danghier
1|mu;_l\hl al “What Doecsnr Belong?™ We
sl turns naming items and asking the
cthers w explain which is the odd one
ot and whi, The kids especially like this
gamy because there can be more than

“thinking wames”

[ taveht my kicds a gamme my parenty
usedh o play with e called “Would
You Rather!™ 1 olter tao o "right” answer, For example

when | named "owl " “ostrich,
el “eagle,” my davghter said.

Uistrich, hecavse tocan’ 1y

aptions and ask

which they prefer

anel why For example,
| might sav. “Would vou
rather five near the heach

My soms answer was, 0wl
hecavsett hunis ar neght,”

Mo they want to plavall the
tme. T glad because we're having
i —aril they've goetten better at
thinking through theic ideas. W

ar ths mountains?”

My son catme up with
agame he nimed “Three
Favorites,” Somenne picks
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e Connection

Open-door angles
Doors i vour house are
the perlect place for hands-on prac
tice with angles, Take wurns opening
or clesing a door and asking, "Acute.
right, or obtuse?” Partially opena
door, and is an acute angle. Open il
straight out, and its a right angle,
Open it wider, and its ohtuse,

Habitat for rent

Help vour child think about what
animals need to survive (shelter,
food, water), Then, have her choose
an animal (menkey) and write a clas:
sified ad for a home that will meert i1s
needs. xample: "Tall tree ina tropi-
cal rain lorest. Large river nearby for
drinking, Plenty ol Teaves, [ruit, and
INSECts 10 &5

Book picks

K The Man Who Counted: A Collection
of Mathemetical Adventures (Malba
Fahan) combines an adventure stony
with interesting math puzzles,

N Learning about the solar system is
[un when planets tell the story them-
selves, Dan Greens Astronomy: (ut of
This Wirdd! contains fascinating facts
ane details along with cartoon illustra
(RG0S VOUT YOURESET 15 s1Te [ livve,

Just for fun

Q: What has
three feet but no
legs or arms?

A A vard

East Broadway Elementary School
Jeanmarie Wink, Principal

Fractions of fun

Understanding lrac-
Liors 15 much easiet
whien vour child can
vispalize them, Flere

are ideas 1o help
her see—and
nse — fractions.

Keep a diary. Show
her that fractions are
a part of everyday life
For aweels, have

hier record and illus-
trate each one she
notices. Tor instanee, she
might write, “We had a hall day of
school today” or “Mom asked for 14
ponds af turkey at the store.” How
many examples can she find and draw?

Play a game. Have cach plaver cuta
shiect of construction paper into six hori-
zontal strips. She should leave the firse
one whole and then cut the second one
in hall (fald it and cut along the lolkd}
and the others i thirds, fourths,
sixths, and cighths, With bits of masking
tape, label a die; 1 L & oand "wild.”
To play, roll the die, and lay the matching

piece of paper an vour whole strip (o
“wild,” choose any prece). The goal is to
be the lirst one w fill vour strip without
overlapping any pieces (example: 5 +3+4
= | whale sirip).

Put in order. Together, make a set of
fraction cards, with one fraction per
index cavd (3 4. 4 1. 15 14 14 23, Shul-
[e the cards, and see how gquickly vour
youngster can put them in order. Then,
while she closes her eyves, lay the cards
inorder but leave outa lew, Give her the
missing Gards, and have her put them
where they go, (g

|
[
ol optics with this mealtime activity,

Have him look ot himself in a elean spoon,
What happens il he looks in the bowl of the
spoon? (Hes upside down.) What happens on

the other side? (Hes right side up.)

wext, have him bring his finger toward the
spoon and waich what happens on each side. The
bowl (the concave stde) will magnify his finger, or
male it look lasger. The back (the convex side) will make

Help vour youngster learn about the science

his linger look smaller. Ask vour child how scientists might use

this informaton to make eyeglasses, cameras, or lelescopes i
Tip: Hie can remember which side is which by thinking of concave as “caves in” iy

—— =~
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Multiply and divide

Learning 1o muluply and dwide can
be more about thinking than memorizing.
Strategies like these can help vour
child praciice.

Make it fun

Practice using wovs or lood. 1] your child
collects toy animals, you might ask, “How
many legs do 4 horses have?™" He can “skip
count” the leas by s (4, 8, 12, 16) 10 see
that 4 x 4 = 16, If he has 17 pretzels and

wilnts 1o give 3 friends an equalamount, he
can “deal ther our” He'll see that ecach person gets 50 and if 38 4 38 =56, then 8% 7

there are 2deft over, (17 = 3 =3, remainder

ey, ,

Ask math
' questions

A Q: I've never Jell comforiable

with smath, How shoulid Taalk o
v children about what theyre Jearning in
miath class?

A: Trv to show
enthusiasm for

ul
8000

whal your voung- | 4
i s

sters are doing in
math. You mght
ask them each
day at dinner or
homewaork time
what they siud
ted inormath thal
day. Let them explain the concepts
they're warking on, and Tollow up with
guestions, For instance, i they're leam-
ing about decimals, vou could ask how
decimal points are wsed in money (they
separate the parts ol a dollar lrom the
whole dotlar)

Ther, when vour children finish their
homework, have them show vou how
they colved a lew prablems. As they
explain their methods o vou, they'll be
reintorcing thieir own skills, And theyl] be
proud to be teaching you something! B

OUR PURPUOSE

T peovadde busy parenos witly prracical wass i
promste their childeen=math and soicace skills
Remouioes [or Educaleis
aocdbwtstoory of £ 0TT T e lals il
128 M Rowil Avinuge e Front Riwal, ¥4 2350
SAD-H -4 281 = rhciis

LALE A

tetdhwelteeshlower com

e |

an i,

i | ] Use what
A\ you know
Encourage

VLT YOLNESLET
te look for clues
to help im
solve problems.
ForBx 7, he
could consider
other facts he
knows, “T know
4 prowps of 7 =28
[ need B groups, so |
can double that answer,

2 56," For 30 + 3, he might say, "l know 10+ 5= 1. There are

three 108 in 30, and 3 x 2 = 6. %0 30 = 5 must be 6.7 T

id
e e
rena L
e N P TR L L L LR R E Lkt

cﬁg#ﬂ“ Find, build, compute
What do a shoebox. book. and refrniger-

ator have in commoen? They are all rectangulbar prisms, or
solid shapes with rectangles for their Taces (sides). Encourage
vour child w explore geometry with this common shape

Volume. Lot her butld a rectangular prism out of dice, sugar
cubes, or same-sized Legos. Her model should be solid, with

nw hidden spaces. When she finishes, have her figure out the
valume (count the cubes along the height, wadth, and length, and
multiply the three numbers tegether), To check her math, she can take apart her
structure and count all the cubes,

Dimensions. Give vour youngster 36 blocks, and see how many different sizes of
rectangular prisms she can build. Have her record dimensions of cach one. Exam-
ples: 2x 2 x Qand 2 % 3 x 6. What do the sets have 1in common? (Each product

equals 36,) 5
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Save your breath

Your youngster balloon and place the opening over the
can inffate & balloon without using his top of the bottle, leaving a small space
hreath. A chemical reaction will do the He should very quickly add a linle
b for ham! lemon juice, seal the balloon completely

Youll meed: empty plastic soda boule  OVET the bottle, and shake hghtly.
20 M oe), peup water, | tsp. baking What happens? The balloon nflates
sodda, uninflated balloon. lemon juice Wiiv2 Wit voit i sitt

Here’s how: Hive your child
add the water and Baking
soda to the boule, close
the cap, and swarl i
arond vl the
waler is choudy
Then, help him

acid (lemon juice! with a
base (haking soda), they
create carbon dioxide

The molecules spread
attt as the gas forms,
pushing against the
walls of the balloon and

steeteh ourn the causing it to inflate. 59



